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ZEMA COMMITS TO EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE SERVICE DELIVERY IN 2023...
...as the Agency approved over five billion dollars’ worth of project investments
in 2022

The Zambia Environmental Management Agency (ZEMA) (“the Agency”) has committed to
efficient and effective service delivery in 2023 on the backdrop of approving over five billion
dollars” worth of project investments in 2022.

With an improved operating environment resulting from effective oversight by the new Board,

the Agency considered a total of 805 projects under the Environmental Impact Assessment

("EIA") component for 2022. The total investment value of the projects considered was USD

5,720,689,387.24 which is equivalent to over Ninety-Seven Billion Kwacha (ZMW

97,251,719,583.08) as shown below;
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It is worth noting that of the total 805 projects considered in the period under review, 431,
with a total investment value of USD 5,652,206,422.24, equivalent to over Ninety-Six
Billion Kwacha (ZMW 96,087,509,178.08), were reviewed by the new ZEMA Board.

Compared to the year 2021 which had 605 EIA projects considered, the Agency recorded a
33-percentage increase of EIA projects in 2022. Similarly, the Agency has noted a steady
increase in the number of projects considered from 2016 to 2022 as shown below;




Year EIAs Considered Change

2016 257 -
2017 481 +224 (87%)
2018 499 +18 (4%)
2019 339 -160 (32%)
2020 624 +285(84%)
2021 605 -19(3%)
2022 805 +200(33%)

Given Government’s intention to increase copper production to three million metric tons by
2030, the Agency expects a corresponding increase in the number of projects to be considered
in the coming years.

In terms of environmental licensing, the Agency issued a total of 1,132 licenses to 993 facilities
for the year 2022. There has also been a steady increase in the number of licences issued by
the Agency in the period 2016 to 2022 as follows;

Year No of Facilities % Change
2016 1727

2017 1973 246(12.5%)
2018 2461 : 488(19.8%)
2019 3321 860(25.9%)
2020 3628 307(8.5%)
2021 4033 405(10.0%)
2022 5026 995(19.8%)

Other notable strides in 2022 included a successful review of the EMA and the Environmental
Impact Assessment Regulations, Statutory Instrument No. 28 of 1997; development of the
Strategic Plan for 2022-2026; integration of ZEMA services with the Government Service Bus
(GSB); and enhanced compliance monitoring and enforcement of the EMA buoyed by
Government and stakeholder support for environmental sustainability.

As we continue with enhanced compliance monitoring, we wish to emphasize that all projects
are approved with CONDITIONS, which we strictly enforce. It is for this reason that we
continue to appeal to the public to be vigilant and take interest in the conditions given to
developers and report to the Agency any deviations they may observe.

We would like to sincerely thank all our stakeholders for their patronage during the year 2022.
We are looking forward to serving you even better in 2023. We would like to encourage all
the developers to lodge their applications for environmental assessments and environmental
licensing early so that the Agency is able to process them timeously. Further, the Agency is
greatly indebted to the Government of the Republic of Zambia, through the Ministry of Green
Economy and Environment, for the valuable support that was rendered to it during the year
2022.
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